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Pontiac, MI 
Town Center District Design Guidelines  
Enacted: 12.27.01 
 
Sec. 7.116. Architectural and Development regulations/standards Materials.  

Exterior materials shall be predominantly low maintenance face brick or stone, with ornamental 
metal accents. Pitched roofs shall have a metal surface or decking complimentary to the 
architectural detail of the building. No more than 10% of the exterior finish may be Dryvit, 
E.I.F.S. or similar material.  
 
Building Facades  
Building facades shall incorporate windows, arcades, recesses, balconies, projections, 
cornice work, decorative finish or similar features providing architectural interest and/or 
detail along appropriately substantial portions of their length. Blank walls shall not face a 
public plaza, street, sidewalk, right-of-way or similar easement for vehicular or 
pedestrian travel. Glass curtain walls and spandrel-glass strip windows shall not be used 
above the ground floor as the predominant style of fenestration for buildings in this 
district. This requirement shall not serve to restrict the use of atrium, lobby or 
greenhouse-type accent features used as embellishments to the principal building.  
Storefronts shall be individually designed for each retail shop, and shall be integrally 
designed with the upper floors to be compatible with the overall façade character. 
Buildings with multiple storefronts shall be unified through the use of architecturally 
compatible materials, colors, details, awnings, signage and lighting fixtures. Ground floor 
retail, service and restaurant uses shall have large pane display windows, however, such 
windows shall not exceed seventy-five (75) percent of the total ground level facade area.  
 
Roof soffits shall be elaborated with decorative supporting brackets or other details.  
Primary building entrances shall be recessed, or framed by a sheltering element such as 
an awning, arcade or portico in order to provide shelter from the summer sun and winter 
weather, or otherwise clearly defined.  
 
Special architectural features, such as bay windows, decorative roofs, colonnades or other 
covered walkways, trellises, canopies, fabric awnings and entry features may project into 
a required setback, provided that they are not less than eight (8) feet above any public or 
private walkway. Building setbacks shall be improved with seating, landscaping, pavers, 
tables, decorative lighting, water features and/or artworks. No such improvements shall 
encroach into a right-of-way or similar easement(s) for vehicular travel unless 
specifically authorized by a license agreement with the City and/or other entities favored 
by said easement(s).  


